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Message from the President

Greetings to you all!

This is our last newsletter of the year. I hope that many of you are planning to attend the annual conference in Atlanta next week. In this edition, I have three messages. 

First, I would like to sincerely thank Dr Mohammed Hassen for his exceptional contribution to OSA this year. By working with his University (the Georgia State University), Dr Mohammed has been able to secure $ 4,400 in financial support for OSA. This is tremendous help to OSA and covers the bulk, if not all, of the costs associated with our annual conference. Dr Mohammed sets a good example to many of us in seeking ways to support OSA and we should all be grateful for his support. You will find Dr Mohammed’s note of acknowledgement to the Georgia State University in this newsletter.

Second, you will also find the revised (near final) annual conference program, including this year’s keynote speakers and the updated list of panels and speakers. The keynote speakers are William I. Robinson, Professor of Global and International Studies, University of California—Santa Barbara; and Dr. Getachew Jigi, Former MP of House of People’s Representative of Ethiopia (OFDM). They will speak, respectively, on “The Crisis of Global Capitalism: Contextualizing the Oromo Struggle” and ““Bilisummaa ni barbaana yoo ta’ee tokkummaa ummanee Mootuummaa Oromiyyaa ijaaruun dirqama” (or “Oromo unity is needed for Oromo freedom”).
Finally, OSA has received an urgent appeal letter from the Saphalo Foundation (through Dr Mohammed Hassen) for financial support. Please read and be prepared to give to the Foundation at the OSA conference. We plan to collect cash contributions to the Foundation at the conference in Atlanta.

Again, I look forward to seeing you in Atlanta. If you have any questions about the conference in the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Abebe Adugna

President, OSA

Acknowledgement of Financial Support from Georgia State University

(by Dr Mohammed Hassen)

In 1999 and 2004, a number of departments at Georgia State University co-sponsored OSA conferences. Once again this year, OSA is blessed with the financial support it has received from the following officials of Georgia State University.  They are:

1. Dr. Amy R. Lederberg, Associate Vice President for Research, provided OSA with $3,000.00 for covering conference hall rental for August 1& 2, 2009.

2. Professor Lauren Adamson, Dean of College of Arts & sciences, provided OSA with $700.00 for covering refreshment expenses for OSA conference participants.     

3. Professor Hugh Hudson, Chair of Department of History, provided OSA with $400.00.

4. Professor Charles Jones, Chair of Department of African-American Studies, provided OSA with $ 300.00.

Finally, as a chair of local OSA Conference organizing committee, I am deeply indebted to the above mentioned officials for their contribution of $ 4, 400.00 to defray most of the cost for August 1& 2 OSA conference, which will be held on GSU campus.

 Mohammed Hassen
OSA Annual Conference Program, 2009

Oromo Studies Association (OSA)

Twenty-third Annual Conference
Place:

Student Center Building
Georgia State University
44 Courtland St.
Atlanta, GA 30303
Date:

August 1-2, 2009

Theme:

“Looking for Opportunity in Crisis: The Challenges of Freedom, Human Rights, and Sustainable Development in Oromia and the Horn of Africa”.

SCHEDULE OF PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
Saturday, August 1, 2009
	TIME
	PROGRAM/ EVENT
	LOCATION

	8:00 – 9:30 AM
	REGISTRATION
Hosted by the Local Organizing Committee
	

	10:00 – 10:30 AM
	OPENING REMARKS
Abebe Adugna, President, Oromo Studies Association

Bonnie Holcomb, Chair, OSA Board of Directors 
	Speakers Auditorium 

	10:30 – 11:30 PM
	KEYNOTE ADDRESS

“The Crisis of Global Capitalism: Contextualizing the Oromo Struggle”

Professor William I. Robinson, Department of Global and International Studies, University of California – Santa Barbara
	Speakers Auditorium 

	
	PANEL I. THE ROLE OF THEOLOGY IN SOCIAL JUSTICE: THE CASE OF EAST AFRICA
	

	11:30 – 12:45 PM
	Chair: Asfaw Beyene, Ph.D, San Diego State University


The Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, Director for African National Mission in Evangelical Lutheran Church of America


Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na'im, Charles Howard Candler Professor of Law, Emory Law School

Dabassa Guyyo, Indigenous Scholar of Oromo History, Culture and Philosophy
	Speakers Auditorium 

	
	PANEL II. POLITICS, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND US FOREIGN POLICY
	

	12:45 – 2:00 PM
	Chair: Asafa Jalata, PhD, Department of Sociology, University of Tennessee-Knoxville
“The Plight of Women in War Times: Helping Women Survive War Crimes”


Huda Yusuf & Fowsia Abdulkadir, Ogaden Human Rights Committee (OHRC) Canada


“External Legitimacy, Authoritarianism, and State Terrorism: The Triple Enemies of Peace and Development in Ethiopia”


Asafa Jalata, PhD  and Harwood Schaffer, University of Tennessee –Knoxville


“Factors that Helped the Current Minority Ethiopian Regime to Stay in Power”


Mosisa Aga, PhD, Auburn University, Alabama
	Speakers Auditorium 

	2:00 – 3:00 PM
	Lunch Break –Arranged by the Local Organizing Committee
	

	
	PANEL III: RECENT ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENTS
	

	3:00 – 4:30 PM

(Parallel Sessions)

	Chair: Bonnie Holcomb, Institute for Communitarian Studies, The George Washington University
“Comparing Disparities in Basic Needs for Social and Economic Development in Oromiya and Other Regions of Ethiopia”


Bichaka Fayissa, PhD, Middle Tennessee State University- Murfreesboro
“Agrarian Laws in Oromia: Towards Understanding the Actual Normative Realm”


Mekonnen Firew Ayano, Harvard Law School, Boston, Massachusetts

“Villagization: A Historical Look at Its Social, Environmental, Economic and Cultural Impact in Oromia”


Taye F. Nadi, Washington DC



	Speakers Auditorium 

	
	PANEL IV.  HEALTH CHALLENGES: HIV/AIDS, IODINE DEFICIENCY, AND INFLUENZA

	Sinclair Suite

	
	Chair: Guluma Gemeda, PhD, University of Michigan- Flint

“The HIV Epidemics in Sub-Saharan Africa: The Case of Oromia”

Shibru D Fufa, PhD., Walden University


“The State of HIV/AIDS in Oromiya and the Oromo Diaspora”

Ibrahim Amae Elemo, M.D, MPH, Truman College of City Colleges of Chicago, Illinois


“Public Health Effects of Iodine Deficiency in the High Fluorine Environment: Salt on the Wound?”


Begna F. Dugassa, PhD, Department of Public Health, City of Toronto 
	

	4:30 – 4:45 PM
	Coffee Break – Hosted by the Local Organizing Committee with funds from the Georgia State University
	

	
	PANEL V: OROMO RELATIONS WITH OTHER ETHNIC GROUPS
	

	4:45– 6:00 PM
	Chair:
Bichaka Fayissa, PhD, Department of Economics, Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, Tennessee
“The Oromo in Multiethnic Addis Ababa”

Getahun Benti, Department of History, Southern Illinois University-Carbondale (SIUC)


“The Relations of the Oromo with the Hareri”

Mohammed Hassen Ali, PhD, Department of History, Georgia State University

“Oromo-Somali Relations in the Nineteenth Century”

Tsega Etefa, PhD, Department of History, Colgate University
“From Animosity to Mutual Understanding: Oromo Relations with the Gumuz of the Didessa Valley”

Ezekiel Gebissa, Ph.D, Department of History, Kettering University
	Speakers Auditorium 

	6:15 – 8:00 PM
	OSA BUSINESS MEETING
Members only

Abebe Adugna, President
Bonnie Holcomb, Chair, Board of Directors
	Speakers Auditorium 


Sunday, August 2, 2009
	TIME
	PROGRAM/ EVENT
	LOCATION

	9:00 – 11:30 AM
	OSA BUSINESS MEETING
Registered members only 
	Speakers Auditorium 

	11:45 – 12:30 AM
	KEYNOTE ADDRESS

“Bilisummaa ni barbaana Yoo  ta’ee Tokkummaa Ummaanee

Mootuummaa Oromiyyaa Ijaaruun Dirqama”
Dr. Getachew Jigi, Former MP of House of People’s Representatives of Ethiopia, OFDM
	Speakers Auditorium 

	
	PANEL VI: THE CHALLENGES OF OROMO UNITY

	

	12:30 – 2:00 PM
	Chair: tbd

Roundtable: “The Challenges of Oromo Unity: Where Do We Go from Here?”

Panelists: (tbc)
Oromo Poem: "Qabsoo-Dha Maqaan Isaa"


Tamene Bitima, Berlin, Germany
	Speakers Auditorium 

	2:00 –3:00PM
	Lunch Break –Arranged by the Local Organizing Committee 
	

	
	PANEL VII: OROMIA: ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION
	

	3:00 – 4:30 PM

	Chair: Gobena Huluka, PhD, Auburn University

“The Green Lake (Lake Koka) Film Synopsis”


Orlando von Einsiedel, Grain Media Ltd, UK


“Notes of A Native Son: Koka before the Dam and the Lake”

Jimma D. Tufa, DC Department of Human Services, Washington, DC


“Lake Koka: The Challenges of Bio-Remediation and Clean Water”


Mardaasa Addisu, MTSA and Purdue University


“Possible Legal Redress in Respect of Lake Koka and the Awash River Basin Pollution”

Michael E. Jacobs, Attorney at Law and Partner, Zelle Hofmann, Minneapolis, MN
	Speakers Auditorium 

	4:30 – 4:45 PM
	Coffee Break – Arranged by the Local Organizing Committee with funds from the Georgia State University
	

	
	PANEL VIII: OROMO HISTORY, CULTURE, AND LANGUAGE

	

	4:45 – 6:15 PM
	Chair: Mekuria Bulcha, PhD, Department of Sociology, School of Sustainable Development of Society and Technology, Mälardalen University, Sweden
“Tying Oromo History: The Dress of Women Warriors during the Conquest and Colonization of Menelik II”


Peri Klemm, PhD, California State University, Northridge
"Garasuu the Tiger: Oromo Poems During the Italian Occupation of Oromiya, 1936 - 1941"
Tamene Bitima, Berlin, Germany
“The Role of Revolutionary Oromo Artists in Developing Oromumma: The Case of Ebbisa Adunya and Usmaayyoo Musa

Kulani Jalata, Princeton University, Class of 2012
“Transforming Oromo News Media into the Oromo National Alternative Institution of Public Opinion”


Habtamu Dugo, MA, Rhodes University.  Independence Institute, Golden, Colorado

“Press Freedom in Ethiopia with Particular Reference to the Oromo Media”

Aregash Mekonnen Deressa, Former Staff of Bariisaa Newspaper

	Speakers Auditorium 

	6:15 – 6:30 PM
	Closing Remarks

Bonnie Holcomb, Chair, Board of Directors

Haile Hirpa, Incoming President, Oromo Studies Association
	Speakers Auditorium 


Saphalo Foundation Urgent Appeal Letter to OSA, July 2009

On behalf of the leaders of Saphalo Foundation and our members, I write this letter to formally thank OSA members for their financial support in the past few years. With your limited financial support we have been able to educate thousands of Oromo refugees in Kenya every year.  Specially, without OSA Executive Committee's contribution of $ 500.00 early this year and continuous support of Dr. Mohammed Hassen, Saphalo Foundation school would have been closed down months ago for lack of rental payment  for class rooms. We are deeply saddened to inform you that unless we get some financial support from OSA,  Saphalo Foundation school will be closed  down before the end of August 2009. Please help us to avoid that impending tragedy.  We are appealing to OSA leadership to collect small donations for Saphalo Foundation during OSA Conference as it has been doing in the past few years.   If every participant in the OSA Conference donates $5 or even better buy Saphalo Foundation T-shirt, it will provide the foundation with much needed resources, which will enable us to educate and help more Oromo refugees.  Please, please help us to help our unfortunate refugees, who will be deeply indebted to OSA leadership and conference participants for their generous donations.   

For those who may not know, Saphalo Foundation was established in February 2001 with the initiative of Oromo refugee intellectuals and community members living in exile in Kenya.  Our foundation was established to keep alive the memory of Sheikh Bakrii Saphalo, the famous Oromo nationalist, an outstanding poet and brilliant  intellectual who invented the Oromo writing system in 1952." He was a great scholar, whose works reflect deeply seated passion to spread knowledge among the Oromo.  For him knowledge was a powerful weapon for those in search of social justice, while ignorance was darkness,  that was imposed upon the Oromo by the Ethiopian rulers. He struggled all his life to free his people through the weapon of education"(Hassen 2003, JOS: 135).The brilliant scholar taught for sixty years, and struggled with his pen for the freedom of his people until  his death in 1980 at  a refugee camp in northern Somalia.  Inspired by his love for educating his people  and devotion to the cause of our people, we are trying our best to educate our refugees in Kenya. Since its establishment Spahalo Foundation has educated more than 15, 000 Oromo refugees in Kenya.  With OSA members continued financial support we are hoping to educate many more Oromo refugees this year and next. On our part we are trying our very best to help our refugees. We take this opportunity to call on OSA members, to share our burden and make contribution to support this noble idea and give a chance for Saphalo Foundation to continue serving our community. The small donations (even $5) that an OSA member makes will go a long way in helping  the foundation  to empower  our refugees to tackle their many daily problems in Kenya. 

Objectives of Saphalo Foundation

Saphalo Foundation is an Oromo institution with clear objectives to serve the disadvantaged Oromo refugees who have been forced to flee their home land to save their lives. Many of our refugees suffered serious physical and psychological torture under the current Ethiopian regime. Saphalo foundation started to function in compliance with its fundamental objectives of providing common forum to enable Oromo refugees to come together irrespective of their region, religion or political affiliation under one umbrella that keeps us united.  What is more, Saphalo Foundation has many more specific objectives  including but not limited to: 

1. Providing formal education, food and shelter for refugees within the constraints of its limited resources.

2. Encouraging peaceful co-existence between Oromo refugees and the host community.

3. Educating Oromo children on the importance of understanding Oromo history and their national  identity with the aim of creating a young generation that is committed to their national cause.

4. To promote progressive culture and to eliminate harmful practices.

5. To initiate and enhance the culture of intellectual growth and academic excellence among the youth.

6. To improve the socio-economic development of our refugees.

7. To create venues and provide forum through which the community can discuss issues pertinent to their problems and share experiences on a day to day affairs of the modern world.

8. To create net working with different partners or organizations of Oromo and non Oromo origin that the organizations deems to be important to promote its short and long term objectives.

9. To offer and organize workshops and educate refugees on gender issue and rights of children as well as peace and conflict resolution mechanisms.

10. To develop our community awareness on the dangers of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases.

In short, the main goal of Saphalo Foundation is to empower Oromo refugees  in Kenya and enable them to tackle their daily multidimensional problems.

Abdella Ahmed Yusuf, Saphalo Educational Foundation GM.

Sad News: Father Paul Tablino (1928-2009)

(by Dr Mohammed Hassen)

Father Paul Tablino (1928-2009) who spent decades among the Gabra Oromo in northern Kenya died of heart attack on May 4, 2009. His body was taken from   hospital in Nairobi and flown back to Marsabit, where he was buried close to the people he loved and lived among.  It is said that " around  2000 people attended his funeral", reflecting the love and respect people have for him.  Paul Tablino was a fine human being, a deeply religious man and a very objective scholar.  His command of the Gabra/Boraana dialect of an afaan Oromoo was immaculate.  Through his outstanding anthropological study of the Gabra history, their social organization, religious beliefs, calendar and the concept of time, Paul  made a significant contribution to the expanding scholarship  on the Gabra/Boraana Oromo society. He was the author of The Gabra: Camel nomads of Northern Kenya.    Besides his major book, Paul Tablino published around twenty articles and book chapters both in English and Italian languages on different aspects of the Gabra Society. 

Mohammed Haasen
Your OSA Membership 

2009/2010 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Please come prepared to Atlanta to renew your OSA membership. Some of the benefits of OSA membership are:
·  Complimentary copies of the Journal of Oromo Studies (JOS)
· Discounted registration at the Annual Meeting
· Voting rights for election of officers and members of the OSA Executive Committee and Board of Directors
· Ability to serve on OSA committees
· Ability to nominate individuals for the Annual OSA Award
2009 MEMBERSHIP RATES 
Membership for Working Individuals = $75
Membership for Retirees, Students with Valid ID = $25
 
Annual dues help OSA pay for costs associated with midyear and annual conferences, the publication of the Journal of Oromo Studies, and programming and outreach activities including OSA newsletters, website and email service. Without your support, OSA cannot accomplish these activities. A membership renewal form is available at oromostudies.org, under the "membership" link. Please send your completed membership form alongside with your membership fee ($75 regular, and $25 for students), payable to Oromo Studies Association, at the following address:

Oromo Studies Association

P.O. Box 32391 

Fridley, MN 55432

USA
