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Message from the President 

Dear OSA Family,  

Greetings! We are about five weeks away from 

our annual conference. Members of the Oromo 

Community in the greater St. Paul – 

Minneapolis area have been working tirelessly 

around the clock putting together the 2008 

Oromo Mega Festival. Planning for the 

festivities has been underway for a while and 

the events are scheduled to take place the last 

week of July and during the first week of 

August. I trust that you have made 

arrangements to be in Minneapolis with your 

family to participate in these grand events. As 

usual, the multiplicity of the programs and the 

variety of activities are organized and planned 

in such a way that the needs and interests of 

our diverse community will be met by a host of: 

cultural entertainment, athletic events and 

tournaments, spiritual revival conferences, and 

social and political gatherings. Of course, our 

own OSA conference will take place on August 

2nd and 3rd, marking the culmination of the 

Mega Festival. 

Speaking of our conference, I would like to 

share with you some of the highlights of the 

two-day program. First and foremost, we have 

the unique opportunity to have the keynote 

address delivered by Professor Ali Mazrui. 

Professor Mazrui, as the leading Africanologist, 

will shed light on the historical and current 

environment shaping the socio-politics of the 

Horn.  

In addition to the keynote address, we have 

over thirty panels and presentations scheduled 

to take place at the conference. One of the 

constructive criticisms and feedback OSA has 

received repeatedly is the concern over time 

allotment for speakers. Because of the sheer 

volume of programs and the very fact that 

compliance with conference schedule has been 

a challenge in the past, program presenters 

often have to cut short on their presentations 

with little or no room for questions and 

answers. We are cognizant of the predicament 

to cover a lot of ground within a short time 

span. As a solution, we would like to build on 

the tradition that begun last year of scheduling 

concurrent sessions.  This format would allow 

us to reasonably accommodate presenters’ 

need for time as well as offer the audience the 

opportunity to select and attend a program of 

their choice.   

In this issue of our newsletter, I have included 

updated program presentation abstracts that 

will appear in the conference brochure. Since 

the last edition of the Newsletter, we have 
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received several new topics and I thought it 

would be helpful to provide you the recent 

ones. In the coming week or so, the conference 

schedule will be posted on the OSA website.  

Among the panels assembled, I am pleased to 

report that the Executive Committee has 

organized a round-table discussion that will 

focus on assessing the state of the various 

Oromo movements and explore challenges and 

opportunities facing them.  You may recall that 

this panel was scheduled to take place at the 

mid-year conference that was held at Howard 

University on March 22nd. Because some of the 

panelists were unable to join us due to family 

and work commitments, the plan was called off. 

Given the nature of the topic for discussion and 

the timeliness of the issue, the Executive 

Committee decided to pursue convening the 

panel at the annual OSA conference. With that 

understanding, we identified and approached a 

number of prominent Oromo academics and 

political leaders to participate in the dialogue. 

Among the persons we contacted, so far we 

have about six respected academics and 

political figures who have accepted our request 

to participate in the dialogue. Our attempt in 

this endeavor is to convene a group with 

diverse thoughts. The planning of the forum is 

still in progress and we are reaching out to as 

many Oromo voices as possible to make the 

panel all inclusive as much as feasible. On 

behalf of the EO and the OSA family, I would 

like to express our gratitude to our friends who 

have so far heeded this call.  Once the list of the 

panelists is finalized, the details of the session 

will be made available.   

Because of the nature of the topic, the 

Executive Committee is interested to allocate 

time that will provide reasonable opportunity 

for comments and suggestions both by the 

speakers and from the audience. In order to 

make the best use of our time, the dialogue will 

have a moderator who will be guiding the 

discussion. Our main goal in this exercise is to 

focus on the future.  

As for process and procedure of the panel, we 

are confident that civility and respect for one 

another will reign during the conversation.  We 

have a rich heritage in this regard as Obbo Ibsa 

Gutema in one of his recent articles attested to 

the characteristic features of a well-established 

Oromo tradition of dialogue; ilaa fi ilaamee –

and alluded it as a democratic element of 

Oromoness.  The Executive Committee is 

hopeful and optimistic that the conference as 

well as the panelists will honor once again the 

cherished value of ilaa fi ilaamee in the conduct 

of this panel. 

As you all are aware, reports coming out of 

Oromia paint a bleak picture. The welfare and 

the economic condition of our brothers and 

sisters back home is in a dismal state: The price 

of food is skyrocketing, famine is raging in some 

regions, inter-ethnic conflict is rife and is 

causing displacement and destruction in certain 

areas, and the degradation of the environment 

is worsening.   It therefore behooves all of us as 

citizens and especially as educated members of 

our society to put our differences aside and 

start the dialogue as to how best to forge a 

strategy that would move us a step in the right 

direction. The time is now and I am pleased to 

see that OSA has taken the initiative of creating 

such a forum.   

Best regards,  
Melaku Mekonnen Ph.D.  
OSA President 
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Georgia State University Financial Support 

Georgia State University has made a $2,000 grant in support of the production of the Journal of Oromo Studies 
summer, 2008 issue. I have printed below for your information the letter that was sent to the Dean of Social 
Sciences at Georgia State for the generosity and kindness accorded to OSA.  
 

June 12, 2008 
 

Professor Lauren B. Adamson 
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 
Georgia State University 
P.O.Box 4038 
Atlanta, GA 30302-4038  

Dear Dean Adamson,   

Professor Mohammed Hassen Ali has informed me that the College of Arts and Sciences at Georgia State University 

has generously made a $2,000 grant to help defray the publication cost of the summer 2008 issue of the Journal of 

Oromo Studies (JOS).  On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Oromo Studies Association, our members and 

myself, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to you and the College of Arts and Sciences for the your kind 

support.   

The College of Arts and Sciences at Georgia State has been providing support to advance the scholarly mission of 

our emerging grassroots academic association that is committed to promoting the study of the Oromo – an 

indigenous forty million strong nation in Ethiopia.  I am delighted to report that Georgia State was the site of our 

annual conferences both in 1999 and 2004. It was with the support of your College that we were able to organize 

two successful conferences that brought hundreds of people to the Georgia State University campus in the past. In 

addition, on various occasions, the Department of History at Georgia State University has provided us funding to 

supplement expenses associated with the production of our annual conference proceedings.  

Professor Mohammed Hassen Ali – one of the founding OSA members – has dedicated his life-time scholarly 

interest in the pursuit of the history of the Oromo and other people of Ethiopia.  His work in this regard is often 

cited in referee journals and reputable academic publications. Professor Ali is currently on the OSA Board of 

Directors and has been past president of our association. We are appreciative of the opportunity Georgia State 

provided to Mohammed to delve into the study of the Oromo and other people of Ethiopia.    

I would like to reiterate that your support has remained immensely a major source of encouragement to all OSA 

members.  I want you to know that your contribution will be fully acknowledged in our next newsletter, in our 

journal as well as at the opening of our conference on August 2, 2008 on the University of Minnesota campus.  

Finally, once again, we are thankful to you and your college for your timely support.  I will shortly pass on the good 

news to our members.   

Sincerely,   

Melaku Mekonnen, Ph.D.  
OSA President 
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ORA –USA Appeal 
 
In response to the dire needs of displaced 
Oromo students from institutions of higher 
education in Ethiopia due to political ordeals, 
Oromo Relief Association (ORA) has prepared a 
project proposal that could partially address the 
issue.  I have extracted certain elements of the 
proposal to provide you a bird’s eye view about 
the project. The full report is available from 
ORA-USA. You may call 202-232-3337 or E-mail:  
ora_usa@earthlink.net  to receive a copy.  
  
As background to the project, the proposal 
provides information on the social and political 
situations in Ethiopia and stresses that one of 
the segments of the Oromo society that has 
fallen victim is the youth and in particular those 
that are /were enrolled in institutions of higher 
learning. Because of the escalating repression, 
quite a few young adults pursing tertiary level 
education have been forced to flee the country 
and become refugees in the neighboring 
countries. In Kenya alone, the proposal states 
that at present there are more than 300 
undergraduate Oromo students in the various 
refugee camps and many of these young adults 
have been sitting idle in the refugee camps for 
more than four years.    
 

Accordingly the goal of the project is to assist 
about thirty former students in institutes of 
higher education in Ethiopia, who are refugees 
now, join colleges and universities in Kenya, 
Uganda, or Tanzania and resume their 
education.  The project in this regard will assist 
the students to identify appropriate colleges 
and universities within the sphere of their 
academic interests and provide financial 
support to help defray the living, health, tuition 
and other education related expenses.  
 
This project, if funded, could enable these 
students rekindle their lives and encourage 
others to follow suit. The total cost of the 
project over a four year period is estimated to 
be at $173,000. A breakdown of the cost of 
educating a student for a year will be around 
$1,500 a year.  ORA, therefore, seeks your 
helping hand in carrying out the project to 
fruition and appeals to Oromo businesses, 
Oromo communities and individuals to sponsor 
a student.  This is a noble idea and the project if 
it materializes will bear a life-long effect on the 
future of these students. I hope OSA members 
will take the proposal into serious consideration 
and assist ORA as much as they could.   
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Conference Presentation Abstracts 

The following proposals were received since the May Issue of our newsletter was published.   

Dararaa Maati (chair) 
Oromo Publishing House 
 

Round Table Discussion: The Book Daaniyaa and Waaqeffanaa 
Panelists:  
Ibsa Ahimed – How does Waqeffannaa reflect Oromo culture? 
Haile Hirpa –How does this religion influence Oromo identity? 
Lammu Shunna  - What is the role of Waqeffanaa in Oromo history? 
Abstract:  
 
Every society has its own cultural background that marks it differently from another society. This cultural 
background reflects the life and particularity of that society. Like any society, Oromo society has its own 
cultural background and expression. One of these cultural manifestations is original Oromo religion 
known as Waaqeffanaa. What is the role of this religion in Oromo history, culture, and identity? What 
does the book Daaniyaa say about all these issues? This round table discussion addresses all these 
important issues.  

Seifudein Adem      
State University of New York at Binghamton  
 

ALI A. MAZRUI AND THE OROMOS 
Abstract:   

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎέΣ ǎƻ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ !ōȅǎǎƛƴƛŀƴ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 

sometimes employed in order to justify the political and economic subjugation of the majority of non-

!ōȅǎǎƛƴƛŀƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ άƻǘƘŜǊέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ hǊƻƳƻǎΦ   

In their condescending attitude to the identity and history of the peoples of Africa, the Europeans, too, 

had used a similar approach in their colonialist narratives, aspects of which had been quite effectively 

challenged by the famed historian, Dr Ali A. Mazrui.   

¢ƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 5ǊΦ aŀȊǊǳƛΩǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ǳƴƳŀǎƪƛƴƎΣ 

challenging and blocking the above forms of Abyssinian narrative particularly that which was directed at 

the Oromos of the Horn of Africa.    
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Debela Goshu Amante  
University of Oslo 
 

The sociolinguistic profile of Afan Oromo 
 
Abstract: 
This paper addresses briefly the sociolinguistic profile of Oromo during the three periods: the imperial 

regime, Derg regime and the current regime. The Oromo language has enjoyed good times and also 

experienced some bad situations in the last one hundred years. The one language policy of the Imperial 

and the Derg regimes has hindered the functional and internal development of the language. During the 

Imperial period Oromo was banned from school and any kind of official function. The Derg also failed to 

raise Oromo and other languages to education and official purposes despite the use of the language with 

14 other languages for literacy campaign. After the fall of the Derg, Oromo was raised to the official and 

education purposes. The policy change has contributed a lot to the codification and modernization of the 

language. The paper addresses the achievements made so far and the future prospects of the language. 

Name:  B. Dugassa, Ph.D,  
T. Taye, MD 
A. Negassa, PhD 
IDD Working Group 

Presentation Topic: Iodine Deficiency Disorder: A Major Public Health Problem in Western Oromia 

Abstract: 

Although Iodine deficiency disorder (IDD) is a well-known nutritional problem, its consequences might 

ƴƻǘ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜȄŀŎŜǊōŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ƭƻǿ 

propensity to seek help. This presentation provides an overview of IDD in Western Oromia and aims to 

raise awareness. Iodine is an essential micronutrient required for the synthesis of thyroxine, a hormone 

responsible for the regulation of physical growth and neural development. Insufficient thyroxine level in 

the blood affects development and functioning of the brain and other critical organs and results in IDD. 

The most visible effect of IDD is goiter and its deformities but the vast invisible effects are even more 

dramatic. Among these, irreversible brain damage, mental retardation and immune suppression are the 

most important complications. Neonates, infants, young children and pregnant women are at high risk 

for the effects of iodine deficiency. Thus, IDD is a major non-infectious disease with devastating human 

and economic costs. Our literature review revealed a goiter prevalence of 90% in women, 72% in men 

and about 70% among schoolchildren in Western Oromia. According to the World Health Organization 

(WHO), goiter prevalence above 5% constitutes a public health problem. All these can be prevented by 

sufficient iodine in the diet and iodized salt is the best means for providing iodine to iodine-deficient 

populations. We attempt to outline practical measures and recommendations to remedy the IDD crisis in 

Western Oromia. 

Key words: IDD, invisible effects, human and economic cost, public health 
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Kulani Jalata 
The Political Economy of Diseases in Oromia 

  
Abstract: 
Measles, malaria, cholera, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and water-borne diseases are the primary infectious 

diseases that are devastating and killing the Oromo people today. And yet, they are all preventable. In 

addition, other preventable medical disorders, such as IDD (Iodine Deficiency Disorder) of which 3 million 

people in only western Oromia suffer from, are rampant. For years, various global organizations ranging 

ŦǊƻƳ ¦bL/9C ό¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CǳƴŘύ ǘƻ ²Ih ό²ƻǊƭŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴύ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

reporting on unbelievable medical conditions and statistics in Oromia without addressing the 

fundamental causes of these conditions. This paper will demonstrate that the root cause of infectious 

diseases in Oromia is located in the political economy of Ethiopian colonialism which has denied the 

Oromo people political power and consequently has impoverished and exposed them to infectious, yet 

preventable, diseases. It will also argue that without achieving their politico-economic independence, the 

Oromo people cannot overcome these devastating diseases.   

Mekuria Bulcha 
University of Upsalaa - Sweden.  
 
Some notes from unacknowledged history: episodes of Oromo resistance against and complicity in the 
Abyssinian conquest of Western Oromia in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
Note: Abstract forthcoming 

 
Daga  Abdulle Said & Damitu Mamma Argo    
University of Washington  
Email: dagas@u.washington.edu_& __damma@u.washington.edu  
Daytime Phone 206-330-8651_(cell if possible) 206-306-3026  
 

OROMO ART AS A POLITICAL RESISTANCE 

Abstract   

Music has been used across the world to express political discourse, social segregation, basic human 

ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊǳƭŜǎΦ aǳǎƛŎΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ Ƨustice is widespread in 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦ CƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǎƻƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ bƛƪƻǎƛ {ƛƪŜƭŜΩƭ 

Africa (God bless Africa) played an important role in the struggle against apartheid. Similarly, music has 

played a pivotal rolŜ ƛƴ hǊƻƳƻΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ IŀōŀǎƘŀ ǘȅǊŀƴǘǎΦ aǳǎƛŎ ƛƴ hǊƻƳƻ 

political struggle can be seen as a liberating force which uplifts, inspires, and shows the way for people 

to take part in the struggle against injustice and inequality. Oromo musicians and song writers used their 

lyrical message to serve social causes, to express political statements, and to voice the plight of 

oppressed people. Oromo artists have been passing their messages by injecting their unique style of 

music, fiery sounds and traditional Oromo sounds to call for an end to violence and inequality in their 

own country where Oromo have been brutalized and denied of their basic human rights. Through music, 

Oromo artists have been able to reveal and develop their social, political and moral identities. We will 

mailto:dagas@u.washington.edu_&
mailto:__damma@u.washington.edu
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attempt in this presentation to situate Oromo music within broader themes in world music. We will also 

explain how Oromo artists, through influential lyrics, have helped Oromos cope with their pain, 

sufferings, loss, frustration, and continued quest for social and political freedom. Oromo music has been 

a key element of political resistance and a call for Oromo people to be motivated through music to act 

against the injustice imposed on them. Our presentation follows in three parts. First, we will explore the 

lives of Oromo farmers and provide examples of their rights being denied. Next, we treat with the 

suffering of Oromo people under the colonial regime, i.e. persecution, acts of genocide, jailing, and mass 

killings over the course of 100 years. Finally we will discuss the current Oromo situation, and the acts of 

fierce high school 

Zakia Posey       
Michigan State University  
 

A Look at Ethnicity in America: the Challenges and Prospects of it use in Oromo Diaspora Social 

Mobilizations 

Abstract 

Today, ethnicity plays an important role in the lives of immigrants living in this country; in many cases, it 

is through ethnic affiliations/ties that immigrants build institutions.   Though this is the case, discussions 

of ethnicity are often times silenced and dismissed as divisive by those who see nationalism, race, or class 

as more salient and appropriate forms of social identification.   

The challenges Oromo ethnic-based institutions face, in part, relate to the ways in which ethnicity is 

understood in America.  This paper seeks to explore the theoretical ideas, debates, and arguments that 

underpin or inform Oromo encounters with American academics, community activists, and politicians.  

The paper will explore the ways that anthropologists, sociologists, and to a lesser degree political 

scientists have come to understand ethnicity, especially as it pertains to its use and expression by 

immigrant populations in America.  Next, it will address the ways in which ethnicity, nation, and race 

intersect and diverge in this country.  The paper will also discuss the way(s) ethnicity in Africa has been 

framed in the American media and the implications of these portrayals for Oromo diaspora social 

mobilizations.  

 In the second part of the paper, successful instances of social mobilization by immigrant populations and 

the lessons to be learned from these movements will be discussed.  Finally, different segments of the 

American population (academics, human rights and community activists, religious representatives, and 

lay people,) understand the Oromo and Oromo related issues at different orders of specificity and scale; 

as a result, the paper will explore an idea called scales of support and discuss the various ways the 

Oromo can frame their issues to garner the widest possible support. 
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Alemayehu Biru Worku   
Berlin: Germany 

Ethiopia: Towards Consolidation or Disintegration? 
 
Abstract  
The paper aims at answering the posed question in the title. It does so by identifying the current state of 

Ethiopian State to a typology of states in post-cold-Africa, developed by intellectuals of global policy 

makers. Global policy makers classify current African states into four categories: Collapsed, Failed , Weak 

and good performing or emerging democratic states. Where stands the Ethiopianstate? Providing an 

answer to this question is one central aim of the presentation. Obviously, the second task of the 

presentation would be to assess and articulate what the identification would imply in regard to a future 

political trend as a matter of logical necessity. Last but not least, the paper would also examine what the 

furutre political trend would imply for the Oromo people and other oppresed peoples of the empire and 

consequently what their roles and responsibilites ought to be. Hoping this much would suffice as an 

abstract, I would prefer to give you the liberty of deciding to which category or panel my topic would fit 

best. 

Kebede Feda 
Institutional Affiliation: World Bank 
 

CHALLENGES AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EDUCATION IN OROMIA: EVIDENCE FROM FAMILY SIZE, BIRTH 

ORDER AND INCOME DIVERSIFICATIONS 

Abstract   

The study comprises three essays; Challenges and significance of education in Oromia; Evidence from 

History, Economy and Social Development Indicators; the Effect of Family Size and Birth Order on 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜƭŀȅŜŘ 9ƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ hǊƻƳƛŀΤ ŀƴŘ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻƴ 

Livelihoods of Rural Oromia: Evidence from Farm and Non-Farm Activities. 

The first essay investigates education discrimination against Oromia by the consecutive rulers of the 

Ethiopian empire. For robust descriptive analysis, we compared overall education level and share of 

education in the total public expenditure of Ethiopia to the rest of the world in which Ethiopia appears 

among the least. The assessment suggests that although Oromia is a backbone for the Ethiopian 

economy, all the social development indicators ranked Oromia low compared to the rest of the 

administrative regions, in particular Amhara and Tigray. The comparison is based on health and 

educational facilities, school enrollment, gender disparity and literacy and fertility rates during Imperial, 

Derg and current regimes. 

The second essay investigates the effect of family size and birth order on child academic achievement 

and duration of delayed entry in Oromia. The former is estimated by OLS and logistic regression and the 

later is by survival analysis. The result suggests that family size has positive effect and birth order has the 

opposite. Previous studies suggested that control for birth order eliminate the family size effect but this is 
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not the case in Oromia. Among other things, wealth and heads education have positive effects on 

children academic achievement and negative effect on duration of delayed enrollment.  

The last essay investigates returns to education in farm and non-farm activities in rural Oromia. The 

results suggest that only 4-6 years of schooling has positive effect in farm but not in non-farm activities. 

The breakdown of output measures by crop types shows education has a significant effect on cereal but 

not on cash crop production mainly though use of fertilizers and improved seeds. The finding also 

suggests that female productivity is higher in farm activities than male and the reverse in non-farm 

activities, although their participation in such activities is the reverse. 

Sorasay Ragassa  
Business Owner  
Addis Ababa: Ethiopia 
 

Oromo Cultural Revival:  Opportunities and Obstacles  

Abstract: Over the last thirty years, Ethiopia has seen two regimes that have caused enormous economic 

and social destruction, restricted freedom of expression, and denied development and the pursuit of 

happiness, particularly to the Oromo.  

These successive Ethiopian regimes have been able to maintain their hegemony over the Oromo people 

and other nationalities, primarily through destroying our culture-- the glue that holds Oromo nation 

together. Culture is what gives us meaning, our point of reference and worldview. As long as our culture 

thrives so can our country, Oromia.  Conversely, when a nation is striped of its culture, looting, 

occupying, subjecting the majority by minority becomes an easy task.  Hence, the imperative for us to 

reclaim our culture as a means to continued existence. 

As a cultural activist and a successful business owner operating in four major cities and working to revive 

Oromo culture, my presentation will focus on the link between Oromo culture, identity, and freedom. It 

will highlight the considerable cultural revival that has recently taken place throughout Oromia—rural 

and urban—and the implication of this revival for our identity and freedom. I will talk about my business 

experiences, as acquired through running Oromo cultural stores that have been covered on national TV 

and other national fora, and featuring Oromo cultural dresses and other items. It will also highlight the 

obstacles being faced at the moment in terms of full Oromo cultural renaissance in Ethiopia. 

Jimma D. Tufa   
DC Department of Human Services (DHS)  
 

A Roman Summer: The Role of Geography, Culture and Social Environment in the Development of 
Oromo Athlete and athletics in The Ethiopian Empire. 

Abstract   

Athletics in the Ethiopia Empire has become one of the major venues where the individual athlete as well 

as the country benefited fame and glory. Within a short span of international competition that started at 
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the Melbourne Olympics, Ethiopia has become a power house of athletics, especially in mid and long 

distance running. I will explore the role and history of Oromo Athlete from the earliest period of their 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇƛǊŜΩǎ ǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 9ƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ hǊƻƳƻ 

athlete and his/her achievement. Where does your presentation fit in the in interest area Panels? Please 

mark (X) one or two of the following areas as you may see it fit. 

Lubee Birru 
University of Maryland, Baltimore 
  

Culture of Reconciliation among the Oromo Nation 

Abstract 

The Oromo culture can not be discussed in twenty minutes. But we can discuss some aspects of cultural 

reconciliation when disagreement occurred between to Oromo individuals or between Oromo groups or 

between Oromos and others.  We have a unique culture when we compare to many African cultures.  

Unfortunately we do not have enough written information by Oromo intellectuals or by Faranjes. As a 

result the Oromo system of conflict resolution is not well known by scholars. If we contribute what we 

know today it will be written source tomorrow. I am willing to share my knowledge with fellow Oromos 

and I believe some one may benefit from my presentation.  My presentation will be in Oromo language.  

This cultural of reconciliation has its own different categories, some of these are 

1. Reconciliation between Oromos  
2. Reconciliation between non-Oromos  
3. The role of Jarssa in resolving conflicts occurred between Oromos   
4. What are criteria’s that makes one jarssa  
5. The role of women in conflict resolving    

 
Charles C. Verharen 
Howard University 

COMPARING OROMO AND ANCIENT EGYPTIAN PHILOSOPHY 

ABSTRACT: 

Scholarship on Oromo thought has reached the critical mass necessary to encourage extensive 

comparisons of Oromo thought with that of other cultures.  This paper compares basic Oromo 

ontological and ethical principles with those of ancient Egypt.  Its primary purpose is to encourage the 

development of comparative research programs on ancient Egyptian and Oromo philosophies.  The term 

philosophy here means the most general and foundational guiding principles of life, expressed in oral or 

written forƳΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ 

contribute to mapping the flow of philosophy in Africa.  If research shows that the analogues between 

ancient Egyptian and Oromo philosophy are the likely result of diffusion rather than coincidence, then 

this research program would make a strong case for further comparative work in East and West Africa. 

The practical objective of this research program is to discover a philosophy that can help rescue Africa 
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and ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƳƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘŜΦ   ²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘ ǘƘŜ άōŀƴƪǊǳǇǘŎȅέ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŜǎ 

that can no longer serve as inspirations for how we should live as a global community, intent on passing 

ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ life we now face result in part from the failures of 

world-historical philosophies.  The paper proposes countervailing philosophies from ancient Egypt and 

Oromia.   The philosophical principles of maat from ancient Egypt and nagaa from Oromia have 

demonstrated their practical force over millennia.   Together they promise an African model for passing 

life on to future generations in these perilous times.     

Fowsia Abdulkadir   
Ogaden Human Rights Committee (OHRC) Canada___   
   
The Role of Mothers in the Struggle for Self-Determination: The Case of Somali Mothers in the Ogaden 

Abstract 

The Ogaden, also known as the Somali region of Ethiopia, homeland to ethnic Somalis, has a 

longstanding history of being a contested territory. The continuous quest for self-determination and the 

long standing struggle for basic civil, economic and political rights is something that the Somali Region in 

Ethiopia shares with other regions in Ethiopia such as Oromia. The Ogaden, or the Somali region in 

Ethiopia, is heavily militarized even by the standards of the Horn of Africa. This paper aims to reveal the 

human/gender face of the suffering of the people who inhabit the Ogaden, who are continuously 

dislocated and displaced. And in the process highlight the role of women, (mothers, and daughters) in 

the struggle for lasting peace in this region. 

The over arching objective of this paper is two-fold; to advocate for basic human rights of the women of 

Ogaden; and, to contribute critical gender perspectives into the discourse on  human rights debate as it 

pertains to this region.  

To elaborate on the nightmare of mothering amidst the most militarized zones of the Horn, this research 

paper will highlight the numerous times that Somalis in the Ogaden have been internally and externally 

displaced over the years.  

In addition, this paper will underline the importance of identifying the critical role women (mothers) need 

to assume in the struggle for substantive equity in Ethiopia. Women would have to be central to any 

approach that would lead to the transformation of Ethiopia into a place where minorities and those who 

are currently marginalized, i.e., the people of Ogaden, Oromia and others, are no longer subjected to 

unlawful jailing, harassment, rape, and torture. 
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Bonnie Holcomb and Ezekiel Gebissa (co-chairs) 
  
Panel Discussion "Toward Understanding and Interpreting the Oromo Concept of Peace: Philosophical 

and Practical Dimensions” 
Charles Verharen, Howard University – Panelist - Oromo Philosophy 
 
Tsega Endalew Etefa, Colgate University – Panelist - Conflict Resolution among the Oromo 
 
Abstract:  

Metekkel, a vast low-lying territory on the Ethio-Sudanese frontier, is inhabited by the Gumuz, Shinasha, 

Oromo, Agew and Amhara who continued their interactions for their daily activities. Although they have 

their own respective traditional mechanisms of conflict resolutions they gradually adopted Oromo 

traditional institutions including the Luba Baasa, Harma Hodhaa and Micu. Luba Baasa (lit. to set free) 

and Harma Hodhaa (lit. Breast -suckling) are Oromoo names and are used by the Gumuz and Shinasha 

who also speak Oromoo. Luba Baasa is more of preventive mechanism and gradually establishes ethnic 

integration through adoption. The Harma Hodhaa (Harma hosisuu/hodhuu), however, establishes a kind 

of parent ς child ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΧ Lƴ hǊƻƳƻ 

society, some Oromo or non-hǊƻƳƻ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ΨŎŀǎǘŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǎŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

assimilated. They are considered as unequal to the Oromo till they were freed or set free. Therefore, the 

Oromo seem to have developed the Luba Baasa institution to set them free and make them equals of 

themselves. It is in this context that the Luba Baasa institution need to be understood.  The methodology 

employed included the systematic interviewing of resourceful informants from all the subject groups to 

supplement the available literature. Their testimonies were carefully cross-checked and systematically 

analyzed through qualitative research methods. 

Bonnie Holcomb, The George Washington University –co-chair -The Role of Women in 

Peacemaking among the Oromo  
Institutional Affiliation: The George Washington University, Washington, DC 

Abstract:  

This paper locates the position of women and the feminine principle in four dimensions of peacemaking 

ƛƴ hǊƻƳƻ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ  CƛǊǎǘ ƛǘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ 

paradigms that define Oromo peace.  Second it addresses the key roles that women hold in society-wide 

rituals of reconciliation, including those held annually and very publicly.  Third it draws attention to the 

symbolic association of women with creative processes that require peace to flourish.  And it also 

underscores that women have an interest in assuring that Oromo social mechanisms function properly.  

Women are central to the identifying and maintaining culturally-acknowledged and socially-valued 

peaceful relations among the Oromo. 

Lubee Birru, University of Maryland, Baltimore Campus – Panelist- The Culture of Reconciliation of the 
Oromo Nation 
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Abstract:  

The Oromo culture cannot be discussed in twenty minutes. But we can discuss some aspects of cultural 

reconciliation when disagreement occurs between Oromo individuals or between  Oromo groups or 

between Oromos and others.  We have a unique culture when compared to many African cultures. 

 Unfortunately we do not have enough written information by Oromo intellectuals or by faranjes. As a 

result, the Oromo system of conflict resolution is not well known by scholars. If we contribute what we 

know today it will become the written sources for tomorrow.  I am willing to share my knowledge with 

fellow Oromos and I believe some may benefit from my presentation.  My presentation will be in the 

Oromo language.  

Ezekiel Gebissa, Kettering University- Co-chair - Comparative Interpretations of Oromo Peace: a Review 
of the Current Discourse 
 
Abstract:  
This presentation provides an overview of the unfolding discourse on Oromo Peace by summarizing and 

highlighting the papers and the follow up exchange from the OSA Mid-Year Conference held on this 

subject March 22, 2008 in Washington, DC.  That wide-ranging discussion featured the conceptual and 

theoretical framework for understanding peace according to the Oromo. It focuses on strengths and 

weaknesses of the traditional peacekeeping mechanisms for achieving reconciliation or successfully 

implementing peace.   It briefly raises the role of Gada, of the law and of religion in maintaining peace.  

It also addresses the problematic of settling on a definition of peace from a cultural and linguistic 

standpoint.  The implications of Oromo peace for the field of peace studies and the extent to which 

Oromo peacemaking mechanisms apply beyond the bounds of Oromo society are touched on here as 

they were addressed in the conference. 


