Call for Presentation Papers For 2010 OSA Mid-Year Conference and a Clarification

Original Call For Papers: Jan. 7, 2010
Dear OSA members and OSA friends,

 

OSA is delighted to invite you to the 2010 OSA Mid-Year Conference that will be held on April 3rd, 2010 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, at University of Minnesota, Hoffman Memorial Union, 300 Washington Avenue, SE, 55455.

 

The theme of the Conference is"Oromo Unity and the Roles of Oromo Religions in Building Oromumma." Oromo scholars, Oromo religions leaders, religion scholars, and other OSA friends are cordially invited to present scholarly papers at this Conference. All Oromos and Oromo friends are invited to attend.

 

This year the Oromo struggle for self determination is at a very crucial stage because of the world economic crisis. The political and social situations in the entire world is changing. In Ethiopia the opposition groups are trying to forge unity to challenge the Meles Government at the May 2010 election. The current Tigrean minority regime of Meles Zenawi has declared the Oromo movement as illegal and its number one enemy. Oromos are persecuted just for being Oromos, regardless of their religion, place of birth, level of education, social status or world outlook. Meles has official declared that being an oromo is a justified reason to be harassed, tortured, jailed, killed,or evicted. To overcome the war being waged against the Promo people, Oromo political leaders, Oromo religious leaders and Oromo scholars have to come together and build Oromumma. Oromumma is the pillar of Oromo unity. Leaders of Oromo religions have to create alliance and march their followers to Oromo unity,which is the only way to victory. To survive, the Oromos have to develop tolerance for each other and build self respect. Then, Oromumma will flourish and Oromo enemies will vanish over night. Political organizations and political leaders have to recognize the roles that religious leaders have played in the past and how they could shape the future.

 

The 2010 OSA Mid-Year Conference will be for one day with one session in the morning and the second session in the afternoon. Please submit the sub title of your paper and a one paragraph summary of your article to OSA President at hhirpa@gmail.com before February 1, 2010.

 

Thank you,

 

Haile Hirpa, Ph.D

OSA President

Clarification on OSA 2010 Mid-Year Conference Theme: Jan. 17, 2010
Dear OSA Members and friends of OSA,
 

On January 7, 2010, OSA posted a theme for the 2010 OSA Mid-Year Conference. The Core of the theme was about "Oromo Unity". We appreciate the feed back we received from some of our readers and members. We received several thought provoking ideas and great constructive recommendations from OSA audience. The Mid-Year Conference will focus on issues that will help in building Oromo unity and Oromumma. As indicated in the email of the posting, OSA will address the roles that Oromo religions could play in building Oromumma, the issues of 2010 election in Ethiopia and the current Oromo eviction or land grab issues that are going on in Oromia. 
 
The Executive Committee of OSA fully recognizes that issues related to religion are controversial. As mentioned above and also rightly indicated by some of our readers, our intention is not to bring up this controversial issues to the floor of OSA but to discuss its role in building Oromo unity and Oromummaa. After a thorough and careful discussion, the EC came to a consensus that the issue of Oromo Unity is the place to begin in solving the major problems that the Oromo nation is facing. Only a united nation can move forward in resolving the multifaceted problems appropriately mentioned by some of our readers. That said, the OSA EC has agreed that the Mid-Year Conference should have one session in the morning and a second session in the afternoon.  The morning session will focus on Oromo Unity and Oromumma including the role of Oromo religions in developing Oromumma, whereas, in the afternoon, we will focus on the issues of 2010 Ethiopian so called election and its implications for the Oromo and the land grab issues. Please submit the titles of your presentation and its short abstract to OSA President at hhirpa@gmail.com before 2/1/2010 in line with the previously suggested theme and this clarification. 
 
Thank you very much for participating in Oromo issues and your continued commitment to OSA.
 
Haile Hirpa, PhD
OSA President

